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Grandma’s Tiny House 

by JaNay Brown-Wood 

Eggs 1 2 3: Who Will the  

Babies Be? by Janet Halfmann 

Mouse Shapes  

by Ellen Stoll Walsh 

Bear Counts  

by Karma Wilson 

“Being able to identify shapes lays the  

foundation for later math—geometry. Young 

children can better understand shapes if they 

actually handle them.” Point out shapes in any 

book as you READ, and also look for shapes 

wherever you are, throughout your day.  

(Early Literacy Tip Cards)  

Learn to Subtract with Pete the Cat! 

 

youtube.com/watch?v=mGy2_x_w6fk 

Five Little Monkeys Swinging 

in a Tree  

Five little monkeys swinging in 

a tree,  

(hold up 5 fingers and wave 

hand) 

 

Teasing Mr. Alligator, can’t 

catch me! (make “no” finger) 

 

Along came Mr. Alligator, 

quiet as can be,  

(put hands together and do 

swimming motion) 

 

And he SNAPPED (clap hands 

together) that monkey right 

out of that tree! 

 

(Count down from 4 monkeys 

to 1 monkey) 

Counting, shapes, patterns, and 

sorting are all part of early math. 

Show your child how math is part 

of daily life by talking about these 

things as you see them during your 

day. While you’re at the store, ask 

your child to point out the shapes 

and numbers they see. Count items 

as you put them in your cart. 

Tracing is a great way for 

children to develop their  

writing muscles. Write the 

numbers 1 through 10 on a 

piece of paper, and have 

your child trace over them 

with a finger or a different 

color crayon. 

Play a pattern game! Use toys, 

buttons, pom poms, or colored 

cereal to make a pattern. Show 

your child how to make a simple 

color pattern (red, green, red, 

green, e.g.). Ask them what comes 

next in the pattern. Once they 

understand the concept, try  

making a shape pattern or a size 

pattern (big, small, big). 

Have fun with blocks!  

 

Roll a die or choose a number from 1 to 6, 

and try to build a tower or other structure 

using that number of blocks.  

 

Talk to your child about the blocks’ shapes as 

you build. Learning shapes will help children 

recognize letters, since letters are made up of 

basic shapes. 
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