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"Using concept words with your children helps to 

expand their vocabulary. Children need a large  

vocabulary to be able to learn to READ and, just as 

important, to understand what they read. We want 

them to learn not only that ice is cold and fire is hot 

but also that hot and cold are opposites. Concept 

words show relationships between things."  

(Early Literacy Tip Cards)  
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Elmo and Zoe’s Opposites (Sesame Street) 

Encourage kids to do the opposite after the first 

Muppet in each pair. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdD-dPIJRtE 

Set up a clear bin filled with water on a table.   

Explain that you are going to test whether items 

will sink or float. Show each item and talk about 

whether it is heavy or light. Define sink (fall to 

the bottom of the water) and float (stay on the 

top of the water). Test each object and write the 

results on a paper with the columns “sink” and 

“float”. Write the name for each object in the 

correct column as you test it.  

Play the Stop and Go game! 

Write “Stop” and “Go” on two 

pieces of paper. Have your child 

stand against a wall. Explain that 

they need to walk forward when 

you show and say “Go” and 

freeze in place when you show 

and say “Stop”. The game ends 

when they reach the other side of 

the room. 

Have an opposite day! Make a 

point to talk to your child about 

opposites that you see throughout 

the day. “We are going up the 

stairs, and then we will go back 

down. Up and down are oppo-

sites.” “Today it is cold outside; do 

you know the opposite of cold?” 

Take two pieces of paper and 

have your child draw straight 

lines all over one and squiggly 

lines all over another; these two 

are opposites. Talk about how the 

straight lines go from the top to 

the bottom of the paper, and how 

“top” and “bottom” are opposites. 

Can you draw more opposites? 

This is big, big, big; 

(Hold arms out to sides) 

This is small, small, small. 

(Cup hands together) 

 

This is short, short, short; 

(Hold hands with palms facing 

each other) 

This is tall, tall, tall. 

(Reach one hand above head) 

 

This is fast, fast, fast; 

(Circle fists quickly) 

This is slow, slow, slow. 

(Circle fists slowly) 

 

This is yes, yes, yes; 

(Nod) 

This is no, no, no. 

(Shake head) 
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